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being- consul at that time, though at variance with Pompey, yet in
consideration that he himself was a candidate for the command against
Mithridates, procured and hastened these supplies, fearing lest there
should be any pretence or occasion given to Pompey of returning
home, who of himself was no less desirous of leaving Sertorius and
of undertaking the war against Mithridates, as an enterprise which
by all appearance would prove much more honorable and not so
dangerous. In the meantime Sertorius died, being treacherously
murdered by some of his own party, and Perpenna., the chief among
them, took the command and attempted to carry on the same enter-
prises with Sertorius, having indeed the same forces and the same
means, only wanting the same skill and conduct in the use of them.
Pompey therefore marched directly against Perpenna, and finding
him acting merely at random in his affairs, had a decoy ready for
him, and sent out a detachment of ten cohorts into the level country
with orders to range up and down and disperse themselves abroad.
The bait took accordingly, and no sooner had Perpenna turned upon
the prey and had them in chase, but Pompey appeared suddenly with
all his army, and joining battle, gave him a total overthrow. Most
of his officers were slain in the field, and he himself being brought
prisoner to Pompey, was by his order put to death. Neither was
Pompey guilty in this of ingratitude or unmindfulness of what had
occurred in Sicily, which some have laid to his charge, but was guided
by a high-minded policy and a deliberate counsel for the security of
his country. For Perpenna, having in his custody all Sertorius's
papers, offered to produce several letters from the greatest men in
Rome, who, desirous of a change and subversion of the government,
had invited Sertorius into Italy. And Pompey, fearing that these
might be the occasion of worse wars than those which were now
ended, thought it advisable to put Perpenna to death, and burnt the
letters without reading them.
Pompey continued in Spain after this so long a time as was neces-
sary for the suppression of all the greatest disorders in the province;
and after moderating and allaying the more violent heats of affairs
there, returned with his army into Italy, where he arrived, as chance
would have it, in the height of the servile war. Accordingly, upon his
arrival, Crassus, the commander in that war, at some hazard, pre-
cipitated a battle, in which he had great success, and slew upon the
place twelve thousand three hundred of the insurgents. Nor yet was
he so quick, but that fortune reserved to Pompey some share of honor
in the'success of this war, for five thousand of those that had es-
caped out of the battle fell into his hands; and when he had totally
cut them off, he wrote to the senate, that Crassus had' overthrown the
slaves in battle, but that he had plucked up the whole war by the
roots. And it was agreeable in Rome both thus to say, and thus to